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By: Annette Qvistgaard, coordinator and educator at  

VIA Teko Design and Business, Campus Herning 

 

Title:  
The value of coaching in developing students´ enterprising behavior. 

Purpose: 
The present study investigates how coaching as a purpose of creating a process of 
dialogue is able to push students to become enterprising in an entrepreneurial context. The 
study examines the connection between the interpretation of student´s enterprising 
behavior before and after coaching in an entrepreneurial context. The focus of this research 
is to investigate the influence of coaching as a method of dialogue executed with students 
in the early phase of their entrepreneurial enterprise. The main two questions arising are:  

 1. How are students able to be enterprising at the means of coaching, and 
 2. How are educators able to facilitate coaching to develop student entrepreneurship. 

Approach 
From a social constructive perspective the approach of this abstract is based upon two 
coaching workshops where educators, facilitators, consultants, etc. connected to the 
student incubator at Herning and Silkeborg facilitated by Martabolette Stecher. The 
workshop raised a number of questions in terms of how coaching is a means of 
approaching the students in their entrepreneurial process, hence how people working in the 
student incubator environment are able to develop students enterprising behavior.  

Findings 
The study shows that coaching is an active driver in developing student enterprising 
behavior, hence emphasizing that educators, consultants, etc. engaged in this process 
working with students should develop their dialogic competences and seeking to 
understand the student perspectives in a constructive approach not knowing what is the 
possible outcome of this type of dialogue. However this dialogue is potentially filled with 
risks stating that the process of developing enterprising students mirror a process filled 
with risks which emphasize the potential of coaching as a method to reduce the risky 
situation and circumstances. 

          



 

Value & implications 
The value of the study indicates that a coaching approach in counselling and guiding 
students in their search of individual entrepreneurial opportunities, stimulates and support 
the student process. Therefore it seems as the study emphasize the importance of 
supporting students in examining and searching for their own individual opportunities 
(Shane & Venkataram, 2000). Hence, entrepreneurial opportunities are individual, whereas 
entrepreneurship is the meeting between the individual and the opportunity (Shane & 
Venkataram, 2000). In terms of the educator it is important to emphasize this in their 
interaction and dialogue with the students seeking to exploit their entrepreneurial 
potential. At the student incubator center a dialogue framework has been developed to 
guide the educator in supporting and stimulating the student process. 

Limitations 
The limitations of this study reveal that it is only at the prior of its execution, why it needs 
for research for validating the value and implications. 
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