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 5. THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS IN 
 DENMARK, FINLAND AND RUSSIA
Nana Lindholm, Pernille Kjærgaard Christiansen, Peter Lütken Storm-Henningsen, 
Tuuli Järvinen, Julia Bobritzkaya and Elena Freidkina 

INTRODUCTION

For many years, both policymakers and researchers have struggled to find an answer 
to the question of the most appropriate system design and structure for the higher 
education sector. Perhaps this is due to the fact that there seems to be no right or 
wrong structure of the higher education system, as it depends on a variety of factors 
(Goedegebuure 2010, 616). 

The development of the educational systems is not just dependent on national sys-
tems and political priorities (ibid.) but also on a growing complex world and on an 
ever-growing number of students (ibid., p. 617). Furthermore, the term higher educa-
tion covers a whole range of different institutions and study programmes. Often, the 
focus is on differentiation in terms of programme types and the levels of education 
offered within the specific institution. However, some studies also include differences 
in e.g. organisational structure and financial matters (Teichler 2010, 347). Since the 
diversity of higher education is so great and changes are very much dependent on 
national systems and their complexity, it is impossible for higher education systems 
to be completely uniform since they should serve different purposes for their enrolled 
students and the society in which they are placed (ibid., p. 352).

This article will provide a brief overview of the different educational systems in Den-
mark, Finland and Russia respectively. In extension of the above, the educational 
systems in the three countries differ in some aspects whilst being similar in others. 
The different parts of this article all have different focuses on the important elements 
of the respective educational system and the tendencies of the future.



42

THE DANISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

A general introduction

In Denmark, the education begins in the basic school – referred to as the “Folkeskole” 
in Danish. The basic school is responsible for preparing the pupils for further educa-
tion and training (The Aims of the “Folkeskole”, n.d.). It is an important element 
of the education in Denmark and also contains teaching of the Danish culture and 
history, contribution to the individual’s personal development, and the child’s under-
standing of the rights and duties in a free democratic society (ibid.). The educational 
system in Denmark therefore supports intellectual freedom, equality and democracy 
for all (ibid.).

Education is primarily free in Denmark apart from some educational offers for adults, 
supplementary training programmes as well as private schools and the like (see chart 
in The Danish Education System 2016, 15). The education sector in Denmark there-
fore takes up quite a lot of the total public expenditure: 15.1%, which corresponds 
to 7.9% of the GDP as of 2012 (Denmark Key Facts, OECD, 2012). However, the 
great expenditure on education has resulted in 0% of the 25–64 year-olds to only 
have attained primary levels of education and 76% of the same age group (25–64 
years) to have attained at least the level of upper secondary education (ibid.). Figure 
1 gives an overview of the Danish educational system.
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FIGURE 1. Overview of the Danish Educational System. 

Basic School (“Folkeskole”)
The Danish “Folkeskole” is a basic school education that covers both primary educa-
tion (from 1st to 6th grade) and lower secondary education (from 7th to 9th grade). 
10th grade is optional. Pupils in basic school are from the age of 6 to the age of ap-
proximately 17 (Primary and Lower Secondary Education, n.d.). In Denmark, edu-
cation is compulsory — however, school attendance is not. This means that you are 
free to receive teaching for instance at home, as long as you reach the requirements 
set by the government, which correspond to those of the Danish Basic School (The 
Folkeskole, n.d.). 

Upper Secondary Education
Upper secondary education is divided into “general education” and “vocational or 
technical education”. General education grants pupils access to higher education. Vo-
cational education and training programmes are the non-academic educations (Up-
per Secondary Education, n.d.).
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Academy Profession Programmes
The Academy Profession Programmes are normally a two-year education. In some 
cases, a top up is added to the education and thus the end diploma will be a Profes-
sional BA (Academies profession programmes, n.d.).

Professional Bachelor Programmes
Professional BA is a programme that has a more practical approach compared to 
the traditional BA programmes. The Professional BA puts great emphasis on linking 
theory and practice and is offered at academies (UAS) and university colleges (Profes-
sional bachelor programmes, n.d.).

Bachelor Programmes
Bachelors in universities are research based with a duration of three years equivalent 
to 180 ECTS. Bachelor’s degree programmes provide students with a broad academic 
knowledge as well as methodological and theoretical skills in one or more subject 
areas (The University Bachelor’s […], n.d.).

Master’s Programmes
Traditional Master’s programmes are research based and consist of 120 ECTS points 
with the exception of a few degrees (e.g. Medicine). The degree gives students com-
petences within theoretical and scientific knowledge, analytical skills and qualifies 
students for scientific work (for instance a PhD) or a professional career (ibid.).

Important elements of the education system

The Danish Grading Point System
The system was introduced in 2007 with the aim of making the grading system easier 
to understand and compare in an international context (7-point grading scale, n.d.). 
Table 1 presents it in detail. 
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TABLE 1. The Danish grading points system

Danish
mark

Explanation of the mark Equivalent 
ECTS mark

12    For an excellent performance    A
10    For a very good performance    B
7    For a good performance    C
4    For a fair performance    D
02    For an adequate performance    E
00    For an inadequate performance    Fx
-3    For an unacceptable performance    F

SU: The Danish Students’ Grants
All Danish students are entitled for support during their further studies from the 
age of 18. The grants are given to students following a youth education programme 
(without any time limit) and for students who are enrolled in higher education cours-
es (with a maximum of 70 months). Students who change their studies at their higher 
education will not receive extra grants but all students are entitled to a student loan 
with a low interest rate (State Educational […], n.d.). 

Future aspects of the education system

Denmark as a Knowledge Society
Due to globalisation, the national economies have been linked closer together, which 
has led to outsourcing of many companies’ production capacity. This, in turn, has 
led to a greater demand for more well-educated people who constantly acquire new 
knowledge through education and lifelong learning. Thus, the Danish government 
has focused on having more people finish a higher education and to make people 
achieve good academic knowledge and personal skills (Denmark’s strategy for lifelong 
learning 2007, 5–6). This state-led approach helps to reduce social inequality and 
seeks to promote equal personal development for all through education (Kwon and 
Daeyeon 2010, 156).

Due to constant changes in society and the labour market, people should not just 
learn — they should learn to learn. They will acquire what we call lifelong learning 
skills, making them capable of adjusting to future needs in the job market (Den-
mark’s strategy for lifelong learning 2007, 19–24). 
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Integration of theory and practice

In order to ensure growth and knowledge sharing as well as lifelong learning abilities, 
the Danish government has decided to increase the cooperation between educational 
institutions and the local business community (ibid., p. 28–29). These partnerships 
within education and competence development will help strengthen the lifelong 
learning and the quality and demand for education. Also, it will help businesses de-
velop and grow further (ibid., p. 29). 

The Ministry of Higher Education and Science has introduced a supplement to 
the already existing development contracts for each higher education institution in 
Denmark. This supplement has an extraordinary focus on an increased regional col-
laboration between the institutions and the businesses in their geographical area. The 
overall initiative by the Government has a specific goal: the knowledge gained at the 
educational institutions should benefit the entire society in a more extensive way in 
the future (Information Regarding the Supplement for the Development Contract, 
2015).

THE FINNISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

General information about the Finnish education system

According to the Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture (Education System in 
Finland 2016), the Finnish welfare society is built on education, culture and knowl-
edge. The aims of the Finnish educational policy are quality, efficiency, equality and 
internationalisation. Also, there should be no dead-ends preventing progression to 
higher levels of education.
The Finnish educational system consists of the following levels:
 • one year of voluntary pre-primary education
 • nine years of primary education (comprehensive school)
 • upper secondary education, which includes vocational and general 
    education options
 • higher education in universities and universities of applied sciences (UAS)
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Adult education is provided at all levels of education. Adults can study for a general 
education certificate or for a vocational qualification, or modules included in them, 
take other courses developing citizenship and working-life skills, or pursue recrea-
tional studies.
Most education and training is publically funded. In basic education, school materi-
als, school meals and commuting are also provided free of charge. In upper second-
ary education, students pay for their books and transport. In addition, there is a 
well-developed system of study grants and loans. Financial aid can be awarded for 
full-time study in upper secondary education and in higher education. (Financing of 
Education 2016.)

According to Statistics Finland (2016), the expenditure on the regular education sys-
tem decreased by 0.2% in 2014 compared to the previous year. Current expenditure 
on the regular education system totalled EUR 12.3 billion in 2014. The expenditure 
on comprehensive school education constitutes the largest proportion of the cur-
rent expenditure on the regular education system. The expenditure on comprehensive 
school education was EUR 4.5 billion in 2014. The next largest proportions were 
university education and research, on which EUR  2.3  billion was expended, and 
vocational education, on which EUR 1.7 billion was spent.

Financial aid is provided in Finland in the form of study grants, housing supplements 
and government guarantee for student loans. Student financial aid is granted for full-
time studies aiming at an upper secondary school certificate, a vocational qualifica-
tion, a polytechnic or university degree, and for additional studies qualifying for a 
profession or a post. (Student Financial Aid in Finland 2016.)

According to OECD (Education at a Glance 2016), educational outcomes in Finland 
were among the top of OECD. In 2015, 43% of 25–64 year-olds in Finland had 
completed tertiary education. The first-time graduation from master’s programmes 
(23%) and doctorate programmes (2.6%) are above the OECD average. In 2013, 
educational expenditure in Finland amounted to 7.2% of the GDP. (Government 
expenditure on education, total (% of GDP) 2013.) 

Education System 

Finnish institutions of higher education use the ECTS system in international stu-
dent mobility schemes. This has revealed the problems in the Finnish credit unit sys-
tem, especially as regards to university studies, which is why the Finnish degrees have 
been reformed to be compatible with the ECTS in connection with the adoption of 
the two-cycle degree system.
 
At present, degree structures are evolving in line with the Bologna Declaration (EHEA 
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1999) and the Bachelor–Master structure is becoming the prevalent model. However, 
the extent and duration of degrees in Europe vary, the most common structures being 
3+2 years and 4+1 years. The ECTS and the Diploma Supplement are in use in most 
countries, also in Finland. In recent years, the Bologna process has focused on quality 
assurance systems and their recognition. (The Bologna process 2016.) In figure 2, the 
present Finnish education system is illustrated. 

FIGURE 2. The Finnish Education System Chart (The Finnish Education Sys-
tem Chart 2016)

Early Childhood Education and Care
Local authorities in Finland are responsible for the provision, quality and supervi-
sion of early childhood education and care services. Day care is provided by trained 
personnel. The qualification of a kindergarten teacher is a university or university of 
applied sciences degree. All day-care centre personnel must have at least an upper 
secondary-level qualification in social welfare and health care. The qualification re-
quirements for day care staff are stipulated by the decree on child day care and by the 
law and decree on the qualification requirements of social care professionals. (Early 
childhood education and care in Finland 2016.)
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Basic Education
According to MEC (2016), basic education is a free nine-year education provided 
for the whole age group (in 2016, circa 60,000 children) in Finnish comprehensive 
schools. Compulsory schooling starts in the year when a child turns seven and ends 
after the basic education syllabus has been completed or after ten years. The tenth 
year is a voluntary possibility for students who have finished the 9th grade. 

Textbooks and other materials, tools etc. are free of charge in basic education and pu-
pils are offered a free daily meal. Also, school health care and other welfare services are 
free to the pupils. The school year, which has 190 working days, starts in mid-August 
and ends in the beginning of June. The summer holidays are over 60 days.

The network of comprehensive schools covers the whole country. Local authorities 
have a statutory duty to provide education for children of compulsory school age liv-
ing in their areas. The language of instruction is mostly Finnish or Swedish. In 2016, 
there are around 25,000 pupils (4.6%) with immigrant background in primary and 
lower secondary education, and their integration is supported in many ways.

After basic education, 95.5% of school-leavers continue their education — in ad-
ditional voluntary basic education (2.5%), in upper secondary schools (54.5%) or in 
initial vocational education and training (38.5%). (Basic education in Finland 2016.)

General Upper Secondary Education
The post-compulsory upper secondary level comprises general and vocational educa-
tion. Both forms usually take three years and give eligibility for higher education. 
About 50% of the comprehensive school-leavers continue on to general upper sec-
ondary education. Upper secondary school offers general education for students of 
about 16–19 years of age. It provides students with the capabilities to continue to 
further studies.

The admission requirement for general upper secondary education is a basic educa-
tion certificate. Students apply to general and vocational education through a joint 
application system. If the number of applicants exceeds the intake, the selection is 
based on students’ school reports. The drop-out rate is low.

The general upper secondary school is based on courses with no specified year-classes. 
The scope of the syllabus is three years but the studies may be accomplished in two, 
three or four years. The students may proceed in their studies either as a group or 
individually. General upper secondary education is primarily free of charge for stu-
dents, but students have to pay for the materials.
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The upper secondary school ends in a matriculation examination, which does not 
qualify for any occupation. Passing the matriculation examination entitles students 
to continue studies in universities, polytechnics or vocational institutions. Matricu-
lation examination is drawn up nationally, and there is a centralised body to check 
its individual tests against uniform criteria. (General upper-secondary education in 
Finland 2016.)

Vocational Education 
The aim of vocational education and training (VET) is to improve the skills of the 
work force, to respond to skills needs in the world of work and to support life-
long learning. VET comprises initial vocational training and further and continuing 
training. A total of 146,000 students attend initial vocational training every year. Of 
them, 4,500 attend access courses preparing for initial vocational training. The largest 
fields are Technology and Transport (c. 36%), Business and Administration (19%) 
and Health and Social Services (17%). The other fields are Tourism, Catering and 
Home Economics (13%), Culture (7%), Natural Resources (6%) and Leisure and 
Physical Education (2%). In further training provided in the Ministry of Education 
and Culture sector, the annual number of students is about 40,000. (Vocational edu-
cation and training in Finland 2016.)

Universities of Applied Sciences
Both UAS and universities in Finland, together with MEC set operational and quali-
tative targets and determine the necessary resources every four years. They also agree 
on how these targets are to be monitored and evaluated. They receive funding from 
the state, but they are also expected to raise external funding. Finnish universities are 
independent corporations under public law or foundations under private law. Uni-
versities of applied sciences are multi-field regional institutions focusing on contacts 
with working life and on regional development. At present, there are 24 UAS in Fin-
land. The total number of young and mature UAS students is 130,000. Universities 
of applied sciences award over 20,000 Bachelor’s degrees and 2,400 Master’s degrees 
annually.

Degree studies give a higher education qualification and practical professional skills. 
They comprise core and professional studies, elective studies and a final project. All 
degree studies include practical on-the-job learning. There are no tuition fees in de-
gree education in Finnish and Swedish, and the students can apply for financial aid. 
As of the beginning of 2016, institutions of higher education may charge tuition fees 
from students coming from outside the European Union and the European Eco-
nomic Area.

The extent of UAS degree studies is generally 210–240 study points (ECTS), which 
means 3.5–4 years of full-time study. This education is usually arranged as degree 
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programmes. The entry requirement is a certificate from an upper secondary school 
or the matriculation certificate, a vocational qualification or corresponding foreign 
studies. The requirement for Master’s studies in university of applied sciences is a 
Bachelors’ level degree and at least three years of work experience. The Master’s degree, 
which is 60–90 study points and takes 1.5–2 years, is equivalent to a university Mas-
ter’s in the labour market. (University of applied sciences’ education Finland 2016.)

Universities
The Finnish universities, currently a total of 14 of them, operate in their new form 
from 1 January 2010. Their operations are built on the freedom of education and re-
search and university autonomy. Universities confer Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, 
and postgraduate licentiate and doctoral degrees.

At universities, students can study for lower (Bachelor’s) and higher (Master’s) degrees 
and scientific or artistic postgraduate degrees, which are the licentiate and the doctor-
ate. It is also possible to study specialist postgraduate degrees in the medical fields. In 
the two-cycle degree system students first complete the Bachelor’s degree, after which 
they may go for the higher, Master’s degree. As a rule, students are admitted to study 
for the higher degree. Universities also arrange separate Master’s programmes with 
separate student selection, to which the entry requirement is a Bachelor’s level degree 
or corresponding studies.

Studies are quantified as credits (ECTS). One year of full-time study corresponds 
to 60 credits. The extent of the Bachelor’s level degree is 180 credits and takes three 
years. The Master’s degree is 120 credits, which means two years of full-time study 
on top of the lower degree. In some fields, such as Medicine, the degrees are more 
extensive and take longer to complete. (University education in Finland 2016.)

Important elements of the education system 

Special features of the Finnish system are that most education is publicly funded, lo-
cal administration and educational institutions play a key role, educational autonomy 
is high at all levels and quality assurance is based on steering instead of controlling. 
(Finnish education in a nutshell 2015.) For example, there are no national tests for 
pupils in basic education in Finland. Instead, teachers are responsible for assessment 
in their respective subjects on the basis of the objectives included in the curriculum. 
The only national examination is the matriculation examination as described earlier. 
Commonly, admission to higher education is based on the results in the matricula-
tion examination and entrance tests. (General upper-secondary school in Finland 
2016.) In higher education, the following grading system is commonly in use:
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The Finnish        The ECTS
Grading Scale       Grading Scale
5 = excellent: outstanding performance with only minor errors  A
4 = very good: above average but with some errors    B
3 = good: generally sound work with a number of notable errors  C
2 = satisfactory: fair but with significant shortcomings   D
1 = sufficient: performance meets the minimum criteria   E
0 = fail: some more work required before the credit can be awarded  FX
0 = fail: considerable further work is required    F
 
For example, for the visiting lecturers in MUAS Bachelor Programmes in English, the 
following instructions are given: 

89–100 p. = 5   (Excellent)
77–88 p. = 4  (Very good)
65–76 p. = 3  (Good)
53–64 p. = 2  (Highly satisfactory)
40–52 p. = 1  (Satisfactory)

Future aspects of education system

The decrease in young age groups poses a significant challenge for authorities in pro-
viding education services cost-effectively. The 5–14 age group will grow only in seven 
OECD countries by 2015. Most OECD countries experience the steepest decrease in 
the young age groups over the next ten years, after which the situation will level off to 
some extent. (Education at a glance 2016.)
 
According to MEC (2016), the higher education institutions’ common objectives for 
2025 comprise the following areas:
 • strong higher education units that renew competence
 • faster transition to working life through high-quality education
 • impact, competitiveness and well-being through research and innovation
 • the higher education community as a resource.

Until 2016, there have not been tuition fees at any level of education. However, the 
present cabinet proposed amendments to Finnish University Act and the Polytech-
nics Acts. As of the beginning of 2016, institutions of higher education may charge 
tuition fees from students coming from outside the European Union and the Eu-
ropean Economic Area. This applies to study programmes conducted in a language 
other than Finnish which lead to either a bachelor’s or master’s qualification. Foreign 
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nationals studying in either Swedish or Finnish, however, will not face any fees. The 
size of the fee charged would have to be at least EUR 1,500 per year. 

Higher education institutes would be able to set the fees themselves in such a way 
that the payments support the school’s internationalisation strategy. They would need 
to have a scholarship system, through which the studies of students participating in 
the fee-charging degree programmes would be supported. Legislative changes came 
into force on 1 January 2016. The regulations on tuition fees would be binding on 
institutes of higher education for all students that start their studies on or later than 1 
August 2017. (Tuition fees for higher education students from outside the EU/ETA 
area 2015.) Out of the Nordic countries, Denmark introduced fees in 2006 for those 
from outside the EU/ETA area, and Sweden did the same in 2011. Tuition fees are 
not charged at all in Norway and Iceland. (Education at a glance 2014.) 

The Finnish Government aims to reform the society and to reinforce economic growth 
through five strategic priorities. One of these is competence. The world around us is 
changing rapidly, and education, too, must evolve to meet the needs of the future. 
The objective of these reforms is to raise the level of competence, expertise and edu-
cation in Finland, making it possible to support the changes in society and enabling 
equal opportunities. This objective is to be promoted through six key projects. These 
six key reform projects are: 

- New learning environments and digital materials to comprehensive schools. For 
example, in order to support teachers’ ability to take advantage of this new 
approach, continuing professional education and training will be provided.

- Updating of all vocational education by 2018. For example, digital learning 
environments and new approaches to pedagogy (e.g. modern simulators) 
will have a larger role in the future of learning. Learning in the workplace 
will be increased.

- Development of tertiary education. For example, the intention is to increase the 
significance of matriculation examination results in student selections. In the 
future, higher education institutions will offer education around the year.

- Access to arts and culture will be facilitated. 
- Cooperation between higher education institutions and the business community 

will be strengthened to bring innovations to the market. For example, the 
profiling and work division of higher education institutions, as well as the 
impact and commercialisation of research, will be made more effective. The 
portion of competitive funding will be increased in the financing of higher 
education institutions. There is also demand for Finnish education abroad. 
In order to meet this demand, the opportunities of educational export are 
promoted in all levels of education.

- Youth guarantee to support young people. For example, a place to study is 
guaranteed to everyone finishing comprehensive school. In addition, 
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support must be available for young people who cannot find a suitable study 
place immediately after comprehensive school. (Key projects reform Finnish 
education 2016.)

THE RUSSIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

A general introduction

The Russian general education is aimed at developing the intellectual, moral, emo-
tional and physical development of the individual. The system also provides the Rus-
sian citizens with a common cultural identity as well as the skills to adapt to life in 
society and on the job market (Overview of the […], n.d.).

The education system employs more than 9 million people in Russia, and the annual 
expenditures of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation 
amount to 2.72% of the total public budget as of 2015 (Federal State Statistics Ser-
vice, n.d.). 

The Russian education system has in recent years undergone significant changes in 
accordance with the economic and political changes in the society. Over the past 15 
years, fast changes in demands for the working force and qualification structure have 
called for higher flexibility and adaptation of the educational system to meet the 
demands of the citizens, society and labour market (Filippov & Tkach 2010, 750). 

General education and initial vocational training are free of charge in the Russian 
Federation (ibid., p. 755). This underlines the fact that Russia values education and 
training highly.
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An overview of the Russian education system

FIGURE 3. Overview of the Russian Educational System. 
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General Education
The general education includes pre-school, primary, basic and secondary (complete) 
general education (Federal Law […], 2012). The pre-school education (kindergar-
ten) is open for children from the age of just two months to the age of seven. The 
pre-school provides supervision, care and rehabilitation for the children attending 
— however, it is also possible to care for the child at home instead of attending the 
pre-school (Model Provision of […], 2012). 
The general education consists of three stages: the primary general education with 
a duration of four years, a basic general education lasting five years and finally the 
secondary (complete) general education that lasts two years (ibid.). 

After the first two stages (that is after completion of the basic general education) and 
an examination, students either enter the secondary (complete) education (corre-
sponding to high school) or attend schools of vocational training. The main purpose 
of attending the 10th and 11th grade is preparing for university studies. After com-
pletion of the last stage of the general education, the students receive a certificate — a 
document that confirms the acquisition of knowledge in the state standard volume 
(ibid.). 

Vocational Education
The vocational education includes the initial vocational education, non-university-
level higher education, higher professional education and the post-graduate profes-
sional education (including postgraduate training) programme (Federal Law […], 
2012). 
The non-university level in Russia is comprised of the two following types of insti-
tutions: technical college (tekhnicum) and college (Standard Provision […], n.d.). 
Admissions to these institutions vary depending on the study programme; e.g. pro-
grammes within art and culture can be undertaken already after completion of the 
9th grade, whereas medical programmes require completion of the 11th grade (Order 
of December 20, 2007).

Higher Education in Russia
The higher and vocational education ensures the training of qualified persons in all 
major areas and sectors of the nation. The educational programmes further meet the 
students’ personal needs of intellectual, cultural and moral development as well as 
provide them with opportunities to expand their scientific and pedagogical qualifica-
tions (Federal Law […], 2012). The higher education consists of three levels: a Bach-
elor’s degree, a Master’s/specialist’s degree and a Doctoral degree (ibid.). 

There are three types of educational institutions within the higher education sector 
in Russia: university, academy and institute. They differ in several ways, such as the 
amount of research carried out and the levels of training, etc. (Filippov & Tkach, 
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2010, 754). Within the higher education, students can follow one of two different 
cycles:

- The programme leading to a Master’s degree (a minimum of 6 years of study)
- The programme leading to a specialist’s diploma, e.g. engineering, teaching and 

medical doctor (a minimum of 5–6 years of study)

All educational programmes culminate in a national final test including examinations 
chosen by the respective HEIs as well as a defence of the students’ attestation paper 
(project) (ibid.). 

In Russia, the different specialties and areas of training have to be approved by the 
Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation. At this moment, a total 
of 441 training areas and specialties are available for studying at all levels of the educa-
tion system (Order of December 20, 2007). 

Important elements of the education system

Decrease in number of institutions
In 2015, the total number of higher education institutions decreased by 5,7% com-
pared to 2014. Also, the number of state and municipal higher education institutions 
had reduced by 3.3% in 2015 from the previous year. For private institutions of 
higher education, the decline amounted to 9%. These changes mean that the number 
of students within the higher education has decreased greatly (Federal State Statistics 
Service, n.d.). The strategy of decreasing the number of institutions has been under-
taken in an attempt to weed out the average institutions and instead improve the 
quality of the top universities.

New forms of educational programmes
The network form of educational programmes builds on solid collaboration with 
other educational organisations — including foreign ones — as well as other or-
ganisations to develop and innovate the current educational programmes offered to 
students (Federal Law […], 2012). 

Besides the network form of educational programmes, the use of e-learning tools has 
also been introduced to Russia. E-learning tools enable more people to participate in 
educational programmes regardless of their geographical location (ibid.).  
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Future aspects of the education system

Focus on lifelong learning
A greater focus has also been directed at the lifelong learning abilities of the students 
and people in Russia. The aim is to achieve a stable process of continuous education 
as an essential component of the Russian citizens’ lives. In trying to reach this objec-
tive, the creation of open educational resources through the internet is in progress. E-
learning will spark the development of implementing lifelong learning in the Russian 
society and education system (Conception Federal Target Programme […], 2014). 

New approaches to learning
As stated in the introductory section to the Russian education system, great changes 
are undertaken within the Russian education system. Educational sector professionals 
in Russia work actively towards implementing both new approaches to learning and 
training whilst  maintaining the best practices that already exist within their fields 
(ibid.). 

In the reforming of the education sector within the country, it can be a challenge to 
ensure the high quality of the programmes. However, a national network is monitor-
ing the quality at all educational levels to ensure that it meets the standards (Federal 
Law […], 2012). 

Increased birth rates vs. a decreasing number of teachers
In Russia, the birth rate has increased, which obviously has led to a larger number 
of children enrolling in pre-school. This in combination with an early school age has 
led to an increasing demand for high-quality primary education. Also, easier access 
to the educational services is prioritised. As of 2015, the availability of pre-school 
education for children from the age of 3 to 7 years is 93.7% (Federal State Statistics 
Service, n.d.).
However, another challenge is the decreasing number of teachers as well the large 
number of current teachers reaching retirement age. This situation is presumably due 
to teachers’ low wages, which make the profession less attractive. However, measures 
are being taken to solve this challenge e.g. by increasing the salaries of staff members 
(Conception Federal Target Programme […], 2014). 
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CONCLUSION

The article makes it clear that all of the examined educational systems have various 
focuses and challenges. However, it is also apparent that all nations work intensively 
towards finding solutions to those challenges and ensuring improvement of their 
respective educational system. As this article has shown, even though some educa-
tional systems might have similar features, there are still national differences that 
shine through.

For instance, in the Finnish system, the welfare society and its benefits can be seen in 
that pupils are offered a free hot meal in school every day. This is not the case in nei-
ther Denmark nor Russia. The strengths of the educational systems of these countries 
lie elsewhere: for instance, the Danish educational system prioritises collaboration 
between educational institutions and local business communities in order to improve 
knowledge sharing and meet the demands of the future labour market. The Russian 
educational system instead prioritises expanding the lifelong learning abilities of its 
people with the recent introduction of e-learning as a new tool.

Even though the emphasis and focuses of the different systems vary, the three nations 
could all contribute something valuable to the others. For instance, Denmark has al-
ready focused intensively on and had great success when it comes to lifelong learning 
— something that the Russian educational system could perhaps benefit from. This is 
just one example of how the educational systems could benefit from new perspectives 
and greater knowledge sharing.

The project does therefore open up new perspectives to view the world of education 
from — and hopefully it can teach us something valuable and new in the continuous 
and eternal search for the most appropriate educational system structure.
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