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Abstract   
This master thesis analyses how students in The Danish teacher education program experience 
(a) the practical experience during their studies, (b) the relationship between theory and practice 
related to the competency goals test, and (c) how the practical experience can help bridge the 
gap between theory and practice. The thesis is relevant to practitioners and policy makers as it 
addresses an ongoing debate in Denmark on how to integrate practice into The Danish teacher 
education program, thereby straitening the goals of the Danish public school.  

The study employs a theoretical framework consisting of Aristotle, John Dewey and Donald Schön 
and their perspectives on practice and reflection. Specifically, the study uses Aristotle’s three 
types of knowledge and mainly the practical knowledge called phronesis, John Dewey’s 
exploration of experience, interaction and reflection, and Donald Schön's reflective 
practice concepts such as reflection-on-action and reflection-in-action.  

Using this theoretical backdrop, an analytical model for reflective practice was developed. The 
model introduces four Reflection spaces, which emphasize different elements of students 
practical experience: 1) a theoretical space 2) a practical room for sharing experience, 3) a 
reflective room for discussing didactics with other students, their supervisor or teachers, and 4) 
an achievement room for evaluating practical experience at the competency goals examination.  

The study was carried out using focus group interviews with two groups consisting of six students. 
The student were the first to graduate from the new Danish teacher education program 
introduced in 2013. 

Regarding the four reflection spaces, the study finds that the students mostly focus on the 
achievement room because they all “want to do well” and show they are on the way of becoming 
good teachers. Theoretical reflections of their practical experience are limited and they often 
select theory before the practical experience or the other way round with the examination in 
mind.  

Using Estelle R. Jorgensen’s four philosophical models of the relation between theory and 
practice to categorize the data shows that students’ experience of the relationship between 
practice and theory depends on the concrete situation. Students expressed an understanding of 
a clear distinction between theory and practice (called dichotomy) where theory would be chosen 
to suit an experience in practice. When students reflected on their classroom behavior their 
approach had a softer boundary between theory and practice (called polarity). 



The analytical conclusion of the thesis is that relationship between theory and practice 
resembles a dialectic approach due to the many different ways of experience, understanding, 
and articulation of the relationship between theory and practice. 

The study also finds that the structure of the practical experience is not ideal. The students 
expressed their frustration of being caught up in an educational organization where the roles of 
the education site and training school and the parties involved was not without problem. This 
finding supports related studies. 

The master thesis also concludes that even though the new teacher education programme was 
implemented in 2013 there is still a long way to go before closing the gap between theory and 
practice. 
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