
     

  

Danish University Colleges

Learning From the Best

Practices and Reflections of Expert Preschool Teachers in Denmark

Jensen, Anders Skriver; Jæger, Henriette

Publication date:
2022

Link to publication

Citation for pulished version (APA):
Jensen, A. S., & Jæger, H. (2022). Learning From the Best: Practices and Reflections of Expert Preschool
Teachers in Denmark. Paper presented at EECERA, Glasgow, United Kingdom.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal
Download policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Download date: 26. May. 2023

https://www.ucviden.dk/en/publications/b2519b3e-5e10-4ae6-b0fa-b6bfca777865




Learning From the Best

Practices and Reflections of Expert Preschool Teachers in 

Denmark

Anders Skriver Jensen
August 2022



University College Copenhagen3

Behind the Scenes

Presenting Author:

Anders Skriver Jensen

Associate Professor, PhD

Non-presenting Author

Henriette Jæger

Associate Professor, MA (Education)

University College Copenhagen (DK)

8 September, 2022



University College Copenhagen4

Research Aim and Purpose

8 September, 2022

What are the key components in high 

quality interactions between 

preschool teachers and toddlers (12-

36 months)…?

Research Question

But don’t we 

know already…?
from  a quantitative perspective…

… from the perspective of expert preschool teachers

i.e. ECERS, SSTEW , CLASS

from  a children-as-becomings perspective…

(Jamens, Jenks & Prout, 1998)

from a decontextualized administrative perspective…

(Dahlberg, Moss & Pence, 2007; Kampmann & Kampmann, 2019)

Move beyond quality – or reclaim the concept?

(Dahlberg, Moss & Pence, 2007)
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Existing Research on Quality
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The quality of the interaction between 

the teacher and the child is the single 

most important driver of gains in the 

child’s development and learning

(Christoffersen et al., 2014; EVA, 2017)

Sustained Shared Thinking

Quality dimensions: Structures, 

processes and curriculum/content

Quality → child’s quality of life →

well-being → Having, loving and being

(EVA, 2017; Lekhal et al, 2016)

(Eide et al., 2017; Blikk for Barn, 2019)

(EPPE, EPPSE, Siraj-Blatchford, 2009)
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Key Theoretical Concepts
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A pedagogical interaction, where two 

or more individuals ‘work together’ in 

an intellectual way to solve a 

problem, clarify a concept, evaluate 

an activity or extend a narrative.
(Siraj-Blatchford, 2009)

Sustained Shared Thinking

Other Sources of Inspiration:

Gitz-Johansen (2019) – on care, 

emotions and relations in the 

preschool

Munck (2020) – on toddlers’ 

perspectives

Svinth (2016) – on pedagogical, 

sensitive interactions with toddlers

A unified approach to care, upbringing 

and teaching that facilitates the 

children’s well-being, learning, 

development and Bildung in preschool

(Broström, 2006; Broström & Jensen, in press)

Educare

”Learning has content as well as form, 

and whenever learning takes place, we 

can say that a ‘curriculum’ is involved 

(however implicit or hidden it might be).
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Sample

•Use network 
to sample 
two expert 
teachers

Interview

•Conduct first 
interview (60 
min.)

Observations

•Carry out 4 x 
4 hours of 
observation

Interview

•Conduct 
second 
interview (60 
min.)

Analysis

•Content 
analysis of 
empirical 
material 

Method

8 September, 2022

Pilot study to experiment with the sampling 

method, interview guides and observation guide

Here, the participants contribute to 

the analysis of selected material

For each participant…

Expert in the sense: Viewed by their 

peers (or other teachers) as exeptionally 

capable of interacting with toddlers
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Results
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Initiative

Exploration

Physicality

Attunement

High Quality Interactions

The teacher’s ability to adjust 

herself in response to the 

child’s emotional state and the 

atmosphere

The teacher’s ability to add to 

and/or change ”the content” of 

the interaction

The teacher’s ability to explore 

and listen to the child’s needs 

and ideas 

The teacher’s ability to use her 

own body and touches to 

support the interaction

What are the key components in high 

quality interactions between 

preschool teachers and toddlers (12-

36 months)…?

Research Question
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Empirical Example
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Jytte, a preschool teacher, and three children (approx. 2 years old), are 

slowly pushing the lunch trolley towards the Fox Room. Jytte encourages 

the children: ”Good thing we are all pushing…” 

One of the children, Amy, silently stops pushing the trolley, and goes back 

to a large doll house, they walked past a minute ago. She examines the 

doll house and the dolls, and lies down to look under the house.

Jytte stops the trolley, and together with the two other children, she 

approaches Amy and the doll house: ”What are you looking for?” A 

moment after, everyone is lying down on the floor, looking under the doll 

house… ”Oh, look… now what is this…?”

It turns out that one of the dolls is under the doll house. Jytte and the 

children help each other get it out, and put it back in place. Jytte and Amy 

smile at each other. ”Good thing you noticed the doll was missing, Amy!”

They return to the trolley, and continue towards the Fox Room…
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Empirical Example
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Initiative

Exploration

Physicality

Attunement
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Implications
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At the university college:

A series of linked exercises that develop the students’ 

ability to interact (and evaluate interaction) based on the 

four key components model.

Example: Two students interact to build a simple LEGO 

model from an instructional booklet, while being observed 

by two peers. Peer observation, feedback and reflection is 

closely scaffolded using the four key components model

Preschool Teacher Training

Enhance empirical base: Scale up 

the pilot study

Intervention: Action Research to 

investigate how the model with the 

four key components can inspire 

professional development

Educare, a pedagogical approach to integrate care and education…

Adding a bodily dimension (physicality) to sustained shared thinking…

Research – next step

Theory Development
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Get in touch!

The slides, questions, comments etc.

Write an e-mail to:

Anders Skriver Jensen (ansj@kp.dk)

Thanks for your attention!


